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MAN SHOUTING IN ARABIC INTERRUPTS
HOLY LITURGY AT ATHENS ORTHODOX

CHURCH  
Posted on April 21, 2022

The incident, which took place during the liturgy of
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Lazarus Saturday, comes days after Spanish Catholics
were harassed and attacked by groups of anti-
Christian foreigners during processions on Palm
Sunday and Maundy Thursday.
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Members of the Greek Orthodox community in Athens were left aghast over the weekend
after a Divine Liturgy at the Holy Temple of Agios Panteleimon was interrupted by a
foreign man who burst into the church, seized the microphone, and began shouting what
local reporters say were Quranic verses.

The strange incident, which took place during the liturgy of Lazarus Saturday, a holy day
in Eastern Christianity immediately preceding Palm Sunday which glorifies Jesus’
resurrection of Lazarus of Bethany, was caught on video and saw the perpetrator promptly
escorted out of the church by two members of the choir, the Greek news
portal Iefimerida reports.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBngbJaqTMU&t=19s&ab_channel=GreekCityTimes

As the incident unfolds the priest leading the service can be heard telling the shaken
congregation to “calm down,” saying: “do not panic with these things happen in our
neighborhood.” By the time police arrived at the scene, the man had disappeared from the
Holy Temple’s premises. 

The perpetrator’s motivation, at this point, remains unclear, although some in Greek
media have speculated he may have been under the influence of some kind of substance at
the time. 
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The incident comes just days after Catholics in Spain were harassed and attacked during
two Holy Week processions—one held on Palm Sunday and the other on Maundy
Thursday—by groups of anti-Christian foreigners.

https://twitter.com/Politeia_ESP/status/1513440652876468226

The Eastern Orthodox Church, the second-largest Christian church which has some 220
million members across the world, will celebrate Easter this Sunday, April 24th.
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