The EUROPEAN CONSERVATIVE

ALTERNATIV FOR SVERIGE (AFS) PARTY
LEADERS BLOCKED FROM SOCIAL MEDIA
AHEAD OF ELECTIONS

Posted on September 10, 2022




The EUROPEAN CONSERVATIVE

Ahead of parliamentary elections, Facebook and
TikTok have blocked Gustav Kasselstrand, the leader
of Alternativ for Sverige (AfS), and Evilina Hahne, one
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of the party's Riksdag candidates, from accessing
their social media accounts.
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Earlier this week, several days out from Sweden’s parliamentary elections, two social
media tech giants blocked top officials from the sovereigntist, right-wing Alternativ for
Sverige (AfS) party from accessing their accounts, effectively cutting the party’s ability to
communicate with tens of thousands of their followers.

Gustav Kasselstrand, the leader of Alternativ for Sverige (AfS), a party that has
distinguished itself among others in Europe for its uncompromising support of remigration
policies, took to Twitter on Wednesday to inform the public that Facebook had blocked his
ability to access both his personal and the party’s official pages, the Swedish news

portal Samnytt reports.

“Since Sunday, Facebook has blocked my access to all pages. I currently have no access to
my own page with 22,000 followers or to the Alternativ for Sverige party page, which has
60,000 followers,” Kasselstrand wrote in a post.

https://twitter.com/gustavkassel/status/1567396501340528641

Speaking on the shameless act of political censorship—and the Silicon Valley tech giant’s
interference in his country’s democratic process— Kasselstrand told Samnytt:

They wrote to me, saying that “access to your pages is temporarily restricted
until you complete the publishing authorization.” But there is nothing to
complete, nothing to submit.
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They refer to the fact that there is an error in the information that has been
provided without me knowing at all what would be wrong or what information
must be provided. I have had this page for almost ten years. It says a few
different things I have to do to confirm my information but there is nowhere to
submit anything, it just says “read more.”

I thought this was something temporary and they would cancel this at any time,
but now several days have passed and I've realized that this is not just a
temporary error. It seems that they want to shut me down right up until the
elections. I felt it was time to inform the public about this.

Of course, it cannot be proven, but it can hardly be a coincidence that Facebook
blocks my access a week before the election and allows it to continue. I haven’t
denied them any information and have been completely open about my identity,
so there can’t be anything suspicious in that way either.

The Silicon Valley tech giant isn’t the only social media platform that has blocked top AfS
officials from accessing their accounts ahead of the election.

On September 6th, the hugely popular video hosting service TikTok, owned by the Chinese
company ByteDance, blocked Evelina Hahne, a Riksdag candidate for Alternativ for
Sverige, from accessing her account until the day after the parliamentary election.

https://twitter.com/EvelinaHahne/status/1567064596497801222

“I have been blocked from TikTok until the day after the election because I made AfS-
positive videos (which did not violate any of the platform’s rules). Social media companies
engage in direct election influence, which restricts democracy and freedom of expression,”



https://twitter.com/evelinahahne?lang=en
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Hahne wrote on Twitter.



